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HIRAGANA

QUESTION SENTENCES

NOUN の NOUN



HIRAGANA  REVIEW:  よんでください。

• なに
• くち
• ねこ
• はなのえ
• へそ
• ほね
• にしき
• ひさく
• そふ
• てつ

• NA-NI

• KU-CHI

• NE-KO

• HA-NA-NO-E

• HE-SO

• HO-NE

• NI-SHI-KI

• HI-SA-KU

• SO-HU

• TE-TSU



HIRAGANA SHAPE

•あ •す



HIRAGANA SHAPE

•い •こ



HIRAGANA SHAPE

•き •さ



HIRAGANA SHAPE

•は •ほ



M+ VOWELS

•MA
•MI
•MU
•ME
•MO

•ま
•み
•む
•め
•も





HIRAGANA SHAPE

•お •ま



Y + VOWEL

•YA

•×
•YU

•×
•YO

•や
•×
•ゆ
•×
•よ





R + VOWEL

Japanese [r] English [l]
Your mouth from the side

English [r]



R + VOWEL

•RA
•RI
•RU
•RE
•RO

•ら
•り
•る
•れ
•ろ





W + VOWEL

•WA
•×
•×
•×
•×
•WO → O 

•わ
•×
•×
•×
•×
•を





N

•ん



SIMILAR HIRAGANA

•ね
•れ
•わ

•る
•ろ
•め
•ぬ



TAKESHI-SAN WA…

• IS HE JAPANESE?

• NIHON JIN DESU KA?

• (YES)

• HAI, SOO DESU.

• IS HE A TEACHER?

• SENSEE DESU KA?

• (NO)

• IIE.



MARY-SAN WA…

• IS SHE JAPANESE?

• NIHON JIN DESU KA?

• (NO)

• IIE.

• IS SHE A INTERNATIONAL STUDENT?

• RYUUGAKUSEE DESU KA?

• (YES)

• HAI, SOO DESU.



HOW TO ASK A QUESTION IN JAPANESE 
USING A QUESTION WORD?

• SENKOO WA _______________ DESU.
• IF THERE IS A MISSING INFORMATION…

• USE A QUESTION WORD NAN

• SENKOO “MAJOR” WA ________ DESU. 

↑
INFORMATION IS MISSING

• SENKOO WA NAN DESUか。

• ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION:  SIMPLY SUPPLY THE ANSWER 
TO THIS MISSING INFORMATION

• (SENKOO WA) EIGO/BIJINESU/BUNGAKU DESU.

Nihongo



HOW TO ASK QUESTIONS IN JAPANESE

• ASKING OCCUPATION (SHIGOTO):
• DECLARATIVE:  SHIGOTO-WA KAISHAIN DESU.
• SHIGOTO “WORK, JOB, OCCUPATION”
• KAISHAIN “OFFICE WORKER”

• QUESTION (はい／いいえ）: 
• SHIGOTO-WA KAISHAIN DESU-KA?

• QUESTION (WHAT):  
• SHIGOTO-WA NAN DESU KA?



HOW TO ASK QUESTIONS IN JAPANESE

• ASKING NAME (NAMAE):

• DECLARATIVE:  NAMAE-WA TAKESHI DESU.

•QUESTION (はい／いいえ）: 

• NAMAE-WA TAKESHI (SAN) DESU-KA?

•QUESTION (WHAT):  

• NAMAE-WA NAN DESU KA?



HOW TO ASK QUESTIONS IN JAPANESE

• ASKING PHONE NUMBER (DENWA BANGOO):
• DECLARATIVE:  DENWA BANGOO-WA 543-6936

DESU.

• QUESTION (はい／いいえ）: 
• DENWA BANGOO-WA 543-6936 DESU-KA?

• QUESTION (WHAT):  

• DENWA BANGOO-WA NAN(-BAN) DESU KA?



HOW TO ASK QUESTIONS IN JAPANESE

• ASKING TIME:

• DECLARATIVE:  IMA GOZEN 11-JI DESU.

•QUESTION (はい／いいえ）: 

• IMA GOZEN 11-JI DESU-KA?

•QUESTION (WHAT TIME):

• IMA (GOZEN) NAN-JI DESU KA?



HOW TO ASK QUESTIONS IN JAPANESE

• ASKING YEAR AT SCHOOL:

• DECLARATIVE:  TAKESHI-SAN WA 3NEN SEE DESU.

•QUESTION (はい／いいえ）: 

• 3NEN SEE DESU-KA?

•QUESTION (WHAT YEAR):  NAN-NEN SEE

• NAN-NEN SEE DESU KA?



HOW TO ASK QUESTIONS IN JAPANESE

• ASKING LANGUAGE:

• DECLARATIVE:  NIHONGO DESU.

•QUESTION (はい／いいえ）: 

• NIHON-GO DESU-KA?

•QUESTION (WHAT LANGUAGE):  NANI-GO

• NANI-GO DESU KA?



QUESTION WORD:  NAN  VS. NANI

• WHEN THE NUMBER IS REPLACED:

• TELEPHONE NUMBER, ~JI, ~NEN SEE

• → NAN

• IN FRONT OF DESU

• → NAN

• NAN BAN, NAN-JI, NAN-NEN SEE

• WITH -GO, -JIN

• → NANI

• NANIGO, NANIJIN



NOUNのNOUN

•WHEN THERE ARE TWO NOUNS IN A ROW…
• KAZUO’S TELEPHONE NUMBER
• A TELEPHONE NUMBER BELONGING TO KAZUO 

(POSSESSION)
• STUDENTS OF UW
• STUDENTS BELONGING TO UW (AFFILIATION)

• JAPANESE TEACHER
• A TEACHER WHOSE SUBJECT IS JAPANESE



NOUNのNOUN

• JAPANESE: BETWEEN 2 NOUNS à の

• KAZUO NO DENWABANGOO (かずおのでんわばんごう）
• WASHINTON DAIGAKU NO GAKUSEE (ワシントンだいがくのが
くせい）

• NIHONGO NO SENSEE (にほんごのせんせい）
• SEATTLE NO DAIGAKU (シアトルのだいがく）

• BETWEEN 3 NOUNS:  NOUNのNOUNのNOUN
• TANAKA SAN NO OTOOSAN NO SHIGOTO (たなかさんのお
とうさんのしごと）



QUIZ 2:  NAME:  _________  LECTURE A



QUIZ 2:  NAME:  _________  LECTURE B



QUIZ 2:  NAME:  _________  LECTURE C


