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Hiragana

Question Sentences

Noun の Noun



Hiragana  Review:  よんでください。

•なに
•くち
•ねこ
•はなのえ
•へそ
•ほね
•にしき
•ひさく
•そふ
•てつ

• na-ni
• ku-chi
• ne-ko
• ha-na-no-e
• he-so
• ho-ne
• ni-shi-ki
• hi-sa-ku
• so-hu
• te-tsu



Hiragana Shape

•あ •す



Hiragana Shape

•い •こ



Hiragana Shape

•き •さ



Hiragana Shape

•は •ほ



m+ vowels

•ma
•mi
•mu
•me
•mo

•ま
•み
•む
•め
•も





y + vowel

•Ya
•×
•yu
•×
•yo

•や
•×
•ゆ
•×
•よ





r + vowel

Your mouth from the side English [r] Japanese [r] English [l]



r + vowel

•ra
•ri
•ru
•re
•ro

•ら
•り
•る
•れ
•ろ





w + vowel

•wa
•×
•×
•×
•×
•wo → o 

•わ
•×
•×
•×
•×
•を





N

•ん

E D



Similar Hiragana

•ね
•れ
•わ

•る
•ろ
•め
•ぬ



Takeshi-san wa…
• Is he Japanese?

• Nihon jin desu ka?
• (yes)

• Hai, soo desu.

• Is he a teacher?
• Sensee desu ka?
• (No)

• Iie.



Mary-san wa…
• Is she Japanese?

• Nihon jin desu ka?
• (no)

• Iie.
• Is she an international student?

• Ryuugakusee desu ka?
• (Yes)

• Hai, soo desu.



How to ask a question in Japanese using a 
question word?
• Senkoo wa _______________ desu.
• If there is a missing information…

• Use a question word nan
• Senkoo “major” wa ________ desu. 

↑
information is missing

• Senkoo wa nan desuか。
• Answer to this question:  

simply supply the answer to this missing information
• (Senkoo wa) ______________________desu.

Nihongo

nan ka

Eigo/Bijinesu/Bungaku



How to ask questions in Japanese

• Asking occupation (shigoto):
• Declarative:  Shigoto-wa kaishain desu.
• Shigoto “work, job, occupation”
• Kaishain “office worker”

• Question (はい／いいえ）: 
• Shigoto-wa kaishain desu-ka?

• Question (what):  
• Shigoto-wa nan desu ka?



How to ask questions in Japanese

• Asking name (namae):
• Declarative:  Namae-wa Takeshi desu.
• Question (はい／いいえ）: 
• Namae-wa Takeshi (san) desu-ka?

• Question (what):  
• Namae-wa nan desu ka?



How to ask questions in Japanese

• Asking phone number (denwa bangoo):
• Declarative:  Denwa bangoo-wa 543-6936 desu.
• Question (はい／いいえ）: 
• Denwa bangoo-wa 543-6936 desu-ka?

• Question (what):  
• Denwa bangoo-wa nan(-ban) desu ka?



How to ask questions in Japanese

• Asking time:
• Declarative:  Ima gozen 11-ji desu.
• Question (はい／いいえ）: 
• Ima gozen 11-ji desu-ka?

• Question (what time):
• Ima (gozen) nan-ji desu ka?



How to ask questions in Japanese

• Asking year at school:
• Declarative:  Takeshi-san wa 3nen see desu.
• Question (はい／いいえ）: 
• 3nen see desu-ka?

• Question (what year):  nan-nen see
• nan-nen see desu ka?



How to ask questions in Japanese

• Asking language:
• Declarative:  Nihongo desu.
• Question (はい／いいえ）: 
• Nihon-go desu-ka?

• Question (what language):  nani-go
• Nani-go desu ka?



Question 
Word:  nan
vs. nani

• When the number is replaced:
• Telephone number, ~ji, ~nen see
• → nan

• In front of desu
• → nan
• nan ban, nan-ji, nan-nen see

• With -go, -jin
• → nani
• Nanigo, nanijin



Nounの
Noun

• When there are two nouns in a row…
• Kazuo’s telephone number
• A telephone number belonging to 

Kazuo (possession)
• Students of UW
• Students belonging to UW 

(affiliation)
• Japanese teacher
• A teacher whose subject is 

Japanese



Nounの
Noun

• Japanese: between 2 Nouns à の
• Kazuo no denwabangoo

(かずおのでんわばんごう）
• Washinton daigaku no gakusee

(ワシントンだいがくのがくせい）
• Nihongo no sensee

(にほんごのせんせい）
• Seattle no daigaku

(シアトルのだいがく）
• Between 3 nouns:  NounのNounのNoun
• Tanaka san no otoosan no shigoto

(たなかさんのおとうさんのしごと）



にほんごで
なんですか
？”What do 
you say in 
Japanese?”

• A University Student

• Japanese major

• Friend’s telephone number
• An international student 

who is a Japanese
• My high school

• Teacher’s name

• daigaku no gakusee
(だいがくのがくせい)

• Nihongo no senkoo
(にほんごのせんこう)

• tomodachi no denwa bangoo
(ともだちのでんわばんごう)

• Nihon-jin no ryuugakusee
(にほんじんのりゅうがくせい)

• watashi no kookoo
(わたしのこうこう)

• sensee no namae
(せんせいのなまえ)



Today’s Review: on Canvas


