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The Risk Chain – How do Harmful 
Algal Blooms Impact Public Health? 
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Created in response to the need to 
understand the impacts of ocean 

processes on human health



Pseudo-nitzschia Domoic Acid

Consumption of shellfish contaminated with large amounts of 
domoic acid can result in amnesic shellfish poisoning

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishcorn.htm 

Initial focus is toxic diatoms
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Developing sensitive methods to measure 
domoic acid in real time...
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A Few Steps Into the 
Future...

Capturing Space and Time
Underwater
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Explores roles of ocean 
models in understanding 
past, current and future 
conditions in marine 
environments. Focus on 
active learning use of 
models to ask and answer 
questions about biological 
and physical/chemical 
processes in marine 
environments. 3 credits

Prereq: Ocean 200 or 
Ocean/Fish/Biol 250

Ocean 497B  Introduction to modeling in 
Oceanography

Lecture: T 2:30-4:00
Computer lab sections: Th 10:30-12:00  or  Th 
2:30-4:00.

New fall quarter class


