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Your final assignment is to create a portfolio providing evidence of your learning in TC310.  Assessing one’s own performance and learning is an important professional skill.    
A portfolio provides an excellent means for documenting learning.  

· First, a portfolio is a learner-centered assessment in that the learner decides what should be considered in assessing their learning.  As a result, a portfolio provides a means for a learner to highlight what they have learned from their perspective (as opposed to a traditional exam which often aims to highlight what students have learned from the instructor’s perspective).    

· Second, the person developing the portfolio can provide examples of their work (via artifacts) in order to provide evidence for claims that they are making about their learning.  The strongest claims about learning are the ones associated with the strongest, most believable evidence. 

As a professional technical communicator, you readily realize that goal and audience are important to developing a portfolio.  As you work on this portfolio, keep in mind that the goal is to make and support claims about what you have learned in TC310.  Additionally, recognize that there are three audiences for this portfolio – the TC310 instructor (who needs to understand your learning and assign a grade), other faculty in TC department (who want to determine the effectiveness of TC310), and yourself (the portfolio is a place to document your learning for future reference). 

Requirements: Each professional portfolio will be graded relative to three considerations:  completeness, usability, and persuasiveness.
1. Completeness (30%):  To receive the highest grade, the learning portfolio must have the following characteristics:

· The portfolio should have a total of five “detail” pages: One page devoted to each of the four course learning objectives and one “wildcard” page in which you describe a dimension of your learning in the course that is distinct from the stated course learning objectives.  Each portfolio page should include a description of your learning relative to the course objective and one or more artifacts from the course that provide evidence of this learning.  The description should be concrete and specific and should clarify the relationship of the artifact(s) to the points you are making about your learning.  You should aim for about 300 words per page (about three short paragraphs).
· Include an overview statement of approximately 500 words:  The portfolio should have an overview statement that introduces the portfolio, and asserts the main claims that are supported by the portfolio.  For example, this statement could be used to provide an assessment of your overall grade for the quarter and justify your assessment.

· Be created using Catalyst Portfolio.  Your portfolio should be published and publicly viewable. 

2. Usability(20%):  To receive the highest grade, the portfolio needs to address the following aspects of usability: 

· Usability of writing:  The writing in your portfolio should be writing that you are proud to share.  The quality of the writing should be evident in the style, tone, grammar, spelling, organization, clarity, integration of text and visual aids, etc.  

3. Persuasive (50%):  To receive the highest grade, the portfolio needs to persuade the reader (the instructor, other faculty) of your learning achievements.  This persuasion is affected by the following elements:

· Internally consistent.  In order for the portfolio to effectively make and support a claim about your achievements, there needs to be consistency between the claims and evidence represented collectively by the overview statement, the annotations, and the artifacts.

· Choice of content:  As you develop the portfolio, you will choose what ideas to include in the overview statement and annotations and which artifacts to represent.  Your choice of ideas and your ability to express your ideas will clearly be important in persuading the user of your accomplishments. 

Submission:

This assignment is due in Catalyst Portfolio by December 12 at 5:00 pm  You will submit a single URL.  You will not need to submit a design rationale for this assignment. 







