HCDE Professional Portfolio Program

University of Washington, Box 352195, Seattle, WA 98195-2180

	HCDE Professional Portfolio Program
Week 1: Introductions  / Comparative Evaluation 


Materials required for this session

· Week 1 Sheet (this sheet)

· Syllabus

· Contact and Sign Up Sheet

Part 1: Getting Started

Your tasks:  In order to get properly started in the HCDE-3P, each of you will need to do the following: 

· Task 1 – Read the syllabus and ask any questions you have about it.
· Task 2—Complete the contact sheet

Part 2: Icebreaker/Introductions

Your task:  In this program, you will work closely with your peers, sharing your work, listening to their feedback and giving feedback to others.  To do those things effectively, you need to begin building a level of professional trust in one another.  To begin that process, please share your names and what facets of the HCDE fields interest you the most.  Also, share what future career paths you see yourself choosing after graduation and explain your reasoning for those choices.  (Industry, specifically what types of work?  Graduate school, in what field?  Other, non-HCDE professions, such as?  etc.)  Feel free to take a moment to consider these questions before sharing.  
Additional possible tasks:  Also, the group may wish to discuss one or more of the following: 

· Task 1 – How well prepared you feel overall to become a professional in your chosen field?  In what skill or knowledge areas do you feel strong or weak?
· Task 2 – Which HCDE class or experience you found the most beneficial and why.
· Task3 – Which HCDE class or experience you found least helpful and why.
· Task4 – Create a concept map to represent your understanding of your chosen profession.
Part 3:  Introducing Comparative Evaluation 

Your assignment for next week:  To complete this comparative evaluation assignment, do the following:

1.  Identify 2 professional portfolios.

2.  Analyze them to determine how they are similar and dissimilar.

3.  Answer the following questions regarding the portfolios.  Bring a one page synopsis of your findings to the next session.  Be prepared to navigate to the online portfolios so your classmates can see them.  

· What process(es) did you go through in reviewing the portfolios? 
· What was the most interesting or unusual aspect of the portfolios you reviewed? 
· Which portfolio did you find most impressive and/or compelling?
· Which person would you hire?  Why?

Background on this assignment:  This assignment is intended to help you identify the attributes of an effective portfolio well enough to communicate them.  This will help you take the first step in creating your own portfolio by articulating elements of effective and ineffective work.  A good way to learn how to articulate effective portfolios is to see how others have articulated their professional expertise through their portfolios – whether they are in HCDE or not.  

To look at existing professional HCDE portfolios, click on the student links below:
Eric Nordlund: http://www.ericnordlund.com/resume.html
Jacob Warren: http://staff.washington.edu/jacobrw/wordpress/
Tiffany Rooney: http://tiffanyrooney.com/
Steven Hudson: http://hudsonsm.com/
Jay Barker: http://www.jbarker.com/school/courses/tc310/pp/
Ian Reyes: http://portfolio.washington.edu/ireyes/tc493portfolio/101858.html
James Cline: http://www.jamescline.com/
Also look at these links for more professional portfolios:

http://sampleportfolio.blogspot.com/
http://www.washington.edu/lst/web_tools/portfolio_examples
http://ets.tlt.psu.edu/twt/portfolios
Today’s activities:  Your group should engage in one or more of the following activities in order to prepare for next assignment.  Please write things down so you can report to the larger group.
· Activity 1. As a group, create a list of techniques or ideas you think would assist in effectively and critically reviewing these portfolios.  For example, you could assume different roles (employer, professor, colleague) while reviewing them.  
· Activity 2: Talk about what you think a portfolio is supposed to do, in HCDE, in general or both.  Does it exist to persuade potential employers, teach others, or serve as a repository of creative ideas in progress?  What other functions might a portfolio serve and when would they serve any of these functions?  
· Activity 3:  What professions use portfolios?  Why?  Alternatively, what kinds of professionals do not traditionally use portfolios?  Why not?  What does the use or non-use of portfolios in professions say about both the nature a profession’s skills and knowledge?
Before You Leave

· Collect all your materials and leave the space ready for the next group.

· Check your contact information on the class list.

· Before next session, email a short introduction to instructor.

· Be prepared to give an “elevator pitch” on your review of a portfolio.

· Find your HCDE 310 Portfolio to use as a starting point next week. 


