HCDE Professional Portfolio Program

University of Washington, Box 352195

Seattle, WA 98195-2180

	HCDE Professional Portfolio Program
Week 4:  Finish Artifact Hunt / Begin Annotating Artifacts


Materials required for this session

· Week 3 handout

· Week 4 handout (this document)

· Artifacts of any kind 

· Portfolio Development Design Process Timeline

· Peer Review Guidelines

· Professional Statement Development Strategies 

Part 1:  Problem Scoping in Design

Today’s Activity :  Broad problem scoping of any design is an important part of the design process.  There will be an in-class exercise to frame a discussion of problem scoping and context.    

· Problem Scoping Slides: http://courses.washington.edu/tc493/HCDE-493-week04slides.pptx
· Problem Scoping Handout: http://courses.washington.edu/tc493/HCDE-493-week04problemscopinghandout.docx
Part 2:  Wrapping-up the Artifact Hunt/Sharing Artifacts

Your task:  One by one, please share the artifacts you found over the last week through your “elevator pitch”.  Point out which facets or components of the artifact you believe are particularly compelling or illustrative of your skills and knowledge and why.  Don’t be shy.  At this point, work just on the boasting part and the eloquence will form later in the annotations and iterations.  

Additional possible tasks:  Also, the group may wish to do or discuss one or more of the following: 

· Task 1 – As group members share their artifacts, have a partner take notes on what they say for each one.  These notes can be used later as a seed bed for annotations or point to different artifacts previously unthought of.

· Task 2 – As people share, make a list of the artifacts your found most compelling or illustrative or ???...  Categorize your list however you like.  Discuss your respective lists after everyone has finished sharing.  

Part 3:  Introducing the Annotations 

Your assignment for next week:  For each artifact you have, write an explanation which connects it to your professional statement or HCDE philosophy.  Write an annotation for all of your artifacts, not just the ones you suspect you will include in your portfolio.  Ideally, the artifacts will demonstrate both excellence in practice and support your philosophy.  Each explanation should be less than 1 page, double spaced.  
Background on this assignment:  Pictures may be worth a thousand words, but if the words they convey don’t mean anything to your audience you’re sunk.  To help people understand your artifacts (pictures) you need to translate.  Annotations perform this work.  Annotations exist to bridge knowledge structures, which makes them distinctly relevant to HCDE.  In terms of your portfolio, they are both the glue binding your artifacts to the main theme of your portfolio and the context needed for the uninitiated to understand the value and importance of your work.  

The purpose of this assignment is twofold.  First, it provides a way to talk about the analysis you’ve done of the pieces you intuitively sense are your best work.  Second, you will begin to flesh out an intelligible annotation that can be used in your professional portfolio.  

Today’s Activities:  Your group should engage in one or more of the following activities in order to prepare for next assignment:

· Activity 1.  As a group, brainstorm what background information a reader would need to understand one artifact from each group member.  Consider that your audience might include people outside of your discipline or even non-technical people.  Remember that readers are unlikely to be familiar with the content or skills needed to create your artifacts. 
· Activity 2:  In this activity, you will work with someone from another HCDE discipline or specialty.  First, generate one or two “practice annotations” for one or two of your artifacts.  You will write your “practice annotations” so that you can review and edit them later.  Exchange artifacts and annotations with your partner.  As an outsider, do the practice annotations explain the artifact?  Is it clear what role your partner had in the creation and/or use of the artifact?  Is it clear how the annotation helps place the artifact within a HCDE context and how it helps situate the portfolio creator somewhere in HCDE?
Before You Leave

· Remember to collect the artifacts you shared, along with any other notes you took regarding the artifacts or possible annotations.

· Be prepared to give a one minute “elevator pitch” of your choice of annotations before the class next week
· Take your Portfolio Development Design Process Timeline and remember to fill it in for next week
· Collect all your materials and leave the space ready for the next group.

