HCDE Professional Portfolio Program

University of Washington, Box 352195

Seattle, WA 98195-2180

	HCDE Professional Portfolio Program
Week 5: Finish Discussing Annotations / Begin Portfolio Iteration #1


Materials required for this session

· Week 4 handout

· Week 5 handout (this document)

· Lists of any kind of artifacts (from your discussions last week), if applicable

· Five copies of your current Professional Statement (one for each group member)

· Advanced Portfolio Map

· Artifacts you intend to include in your portfolio

· Annotations for those artifacts

· Peer Review Guidelines

Part 1:  Wrapping-up the Annotations

Your task:  Begin by passing out copies of your professional statement in whatever its current state is.  Read each person’s professional statement just prior to their presenting their annotations.

Then, share the edited and revised annotations with your peers.  Be sure to remind everyone of your portfolio’s overall focus (which should be stated in your professional statement) and how the artifact you are annotating relates.  As a group, encourage each other to revise these annotations yet again after this week’s feedback.  

Additional possible tasks:  Also, the group may wish to discuss or do one or more of the following: 

· Task 1 – As you share your annotations, have a partner take notes on what you say for each one.  These notes can be used later to inform revision.

· Task 2 – As people share, make a list of the annotations your found most informative or persuasive.  Discuss your respective lists after everyone has finished sharing.  Categorize your lists however you like.  
Part 2:  Introducing Portfolio Integration 

Your assignment for next week:  You will integrate the portfolio components (professional statement draft, artifacts and annotations) into a first iteration of your professional portfolio.  This first iteration of your portfolio can be a hard copy, paper mock up, or a preliminary piece in software (Dreamweaver, Catalyst, etc...).  To get the most salient feedback possible, you should present your first draft in the same medium you intend to use for your completed portfolio.  
Background on this assignment:  In the previous weeks, you have created a small test portfolio and then the various elements that will make up your professional portfolio (i.e., professional statement, artifacts, and artifact annotations).  In the upcoming week, your task is to assemble these elements into a first iteration of the overall portfolio.  The Professional Portfolio Map can help you refine your understanding of how the pieces of your portfolio fit together.

In this stage, it is important to consider dimensions of the portfolio beyond the individual elements:  argument structure (like a thesis paper), navigation (like a website), and personal branding (like a personal advertisement):

· Argument structure:  To begin the process, you should first consider the “argument” underlying your portfolio.  From this perspective, the professional statement represents your extended thesis – a set of claims that you are making about yourself, your interests, and your strengths.  How are the claims that you make in the professional statement supported by your collection of artifacts and annotations?  How can you make these linkages clear and persuasive?

· Navigation:  The coupled issues of information architecture and navigation are critical to a usable online portfolio.  Before populating your portfolio with content, know what will go where, and what will be linked to what.  Then think about how your audience will move from one area to another.  How will the various links you delineated in the information architecture be displayed to your audience?  Like any web site, a navigation scheme can restrain or encourage use of your portfolio.  Do not be afraid to make frequent radical changes until you find a scheme that works.

· Branding:  You should also consider what the verbal and graphical elements of your portfolio may say about you beyond the words that you write.  For example, what will the graphic design aspect of your portfolio tell your audience?  How forceful do you want your graphical content to be?  Are the choices you make in terms of color and layout consistent with the tone of your text (calm, gregarious, etc)?  If the artifacts are your “pictures worth a thousand words” then the graphic layout frames those pictures.  A bad frame can ruin a good picture.  Be certain of your message and then be consistent in displaying it visually.  

Finally, while thinking about these issues, keep in mind that the ultimate effectiveness of the portfolio relies on the integrity and intellectual firmness of your examples and self-analysis.  Assembling your portfolio should provide you with the time and space to consider the choices you made and the analysis you have done concerning your artifacts, annotations and professional statement.  Ultimately, it is these analyses and the eloquence (both verbal and visual) you use to present them that makes a distinctive portfolio.  

Today’s Activities:  Your group should engage in one or more of the following activities in order to prepare for next assignment:

· Activity 1.  Individually brainstorm questions/concerns that you have going into the development of the portfolio and discuss each of these as a group.
· Activity 2:  Identify various tools that you can use to implement your portfolio (e.g., Dreamweaver, E-portfolio, Flash, etc).  Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of developing with each tool.  

· Activity 3:  Individually, create two or three sketches of your portfolio.  Working in pairs, share and discuss these sketches.  Ask lots of questions. 
Before You Leave

1. Make a note to remember any additional materials necessary to present your first draft of your portfolio next week (a laptop with the necessary software, upload to your FTP, etc.).

2. Remember to collect the annotations you shared, along with any other personal items.

3. Collect all your materials and leave the space ready for the next group.

