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Thinking about Genre 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The clock on the mantelpiece said ten thirty, but someone had suggested recently that the clock was 

wrong. As the figure of the dead woman lay on the bed in the front room, a no less silent figure glided 

rapidly from the house. The only sounds to be heard were the ticking of that clock and the loud wailing 

of an infant. 

 

How do we make sense of this passage? What characteristics should we pay attention to as 

significant?  

 

How and why do the answers to these questions change in each of the following? 

 

Murder at Marplethorpe 

The clock on the mantelpiece said ten thirty, but someone had suggested recently that the clock was 

wrong. As the figure of the dead woman lay on the bed in the front room, a no less silent figure glided 

rapidly from the house. The only sounds to be heard were the ticking of that clock and the loud wailing 

of an infant. 

 

The Personal History of David Marplethorpe 

The clock on the mantelpiece said ten thirty, but someone had suggested recently that the clock was 

wrong. As the figure of the dead woman lay on the bed in the front room, a no less silent figure glided 

rapidly from the house. The only sounds to be heard were the ticking of that clock and the loud wailing 

of an infant. 

 

The Vampire of Marplethorpe 

The clock on the mantelpiece said ten thirty, but someone had suggested recently that the clock was 

wrong. As the figure of the dead woman lay on the bed in the front room, a no less silent figure glided 

rapidly from the house. The only sounds to be heard were the ticking of that clock and the loud wailing 

of an infant. 

 

Marplethorpe Home Security 

The clock on the mantelpiece said ten thirty, but someone had suggested recently that the clock was 

wrong. As the figure of the dead woman lay on the bed in the front room, a no less silent figure glided 

rapidly from the house. The only sounds to be heard were the ticking of that clock and the loud wailing 

of an infant. 


